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SECTION |
A MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHBISHOP

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Pope Leo XIV Accepts Resignation of Archbishop Gregory M. Aymond; Succeeded by Archbishop
James F. Checchio, JCD, MBA. Read the full news release online here.

The Administrative Offices of the archdiocese will be closed on February 16-17, 2026, for the Mardi
Gras holidays. The offices will re-open on Ash Wednesday, February 18, 2026.

The Rite of Election will take place at 3:00 PM on Sunday, February 22, 2026, at St. Dominic Church
in New Orleans for parishes on the Southshore, and at 7:00 PM on Monday, February 23, 2026, at
Most Holy Trinity Church in Covington for parishes on the Northshore. Please keep our candidates,
Catechumens, and those who are preparing them in your prayers.

The Ministerial Council will meet at 10:00 AM on Tuesday, February 24, 2026, in the Pastoral Center
at Notre Dame Seminary.

The NOLACatholic Men’s Conference will take place from 8:00 AM —3:00 PM on Saturday, February
28, 2026, at St. Dominic Church. See more information in the Action Requested section of the e-
Bulletin.

We will host a Lenten Morning of Prayer for Priests at St. Rita Church, New Orleans, followed by a
luncheon from 10:30 AM to 1 PM, on Thursday, March 5, 2026. Invitation and RSVP attached here.

Mass for Jefferson Parish First Responders will be held at 11:00 AM on Sunday, March 8, 2026, at
St. Catherine of Siena Church, Metairie.

The Order of St. Louis IX Ceremony will take place on March 8, 2026, at 2:30 p.m., St. Catherine of
Siena Church, 105 Bonnabel Blvd., Metairie. Archbishop Aymond will present medallions to
members of the laity for outstanding service to the Church.

Confessions will be available in all parishes from 5:00 p.m. — 6:30 p.m. on the following
Wednesdays during Lent: March 11, 2026, March 18, 2026, and March 25, 2026.

The Silver Anniversary Celebration will take place at 3:00 PM on Sunday, March 15, 2026, at Our
Lady of the Rosary Church, New Orleans.

The annual St. Patrick’s Day Mass for the Ancient Order of Hibernians is 11:30 AM on Tuesday,
March 17, 2026, at St. Patrick’s Church in New Orleans.

The Notre Dame Seminary Gala will take place at 6:00 PM on Saturday, March 21, 2026, at Notre
Dame Seminary.


https://nolacatholic.org/news/pope-leo-xiv-accepts-resignation-of-archbishop-aymond-succeded-by-archbishop-checchio
https://nolacatholic.org/documents/2026/1/Lenten%20Morning%20of%20Prayer%20flyer%202026%20with%20RSVP%20Link.pdf
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

March 11, 2026 Confession available in All Parishes 5:00 — 6:30 PM

March 18, 2026 Confession available in All Parishes 5:00 — 6:30 PM

March 25, 2026 Confession available in All Parishes 5:00 — 6:30 PM

**May 16, 2026 Transitional Diaconate Ordination

May 30, 2026 Priesthood Ordination

Priest Convocation September 9-11, 2026

**This is a change of date

SECTION II
ACTION REQUESTED

Pastors and parish secretaries are asked to please ensure response and follow-up on the
items below

GUIDELINES FOR FAST AND ABSTINENCE

The following is provided for parishes to publish in their bulletin to assist parishioners in the
Lenten practices.

During the season of Lent, the Church urges the faithful to reflect a spirit of penance in their
daily lives through performing acts of fast and abstinence and unite themselves to Christ
and one another in prayer and voluntary sacrifice so that we might prepare ourselves to
rejoice fully in the joy of the Resurrection.

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on the evening of Holy Thursday.

Abstinence -- Abstinence forbids the eating of meat or poultry. Catholics over 14 years of
age are bound to the obligation of abstinence. Abstinence is to be observed on Ash
Wednesday (February 18) and on all Fridays of Lent. This obligation does not prohibit the
eating of eggs, milk products or condiments of any kind, even though made from animal fat.
Fasting -- Catholics between the ages of 18 and 59 are bound to the obligation of fasting.
Ash Wednesday (February 18) and Good Friday (April 3) are the days of fasting. On these
days, only one full meal is allowed. Two other meatless meals, sufficient to maintain
strength, may be taken according to each one's needs, but together they should not equal
another full meal. Eating between meals is not permitted, but liquids, including milk and
fruit juices are allowed.

Easter Duty—Catholics who have been admitted to the Sacraments of Penance and
Eucharist are obliged to receive Holy Communion and Confession at least once a year
between the First Sunday of Lent (February 18) and Holy Trinity Sunday (May 26). Three
Wednesdays in Lent (March 11, March 18, and March 25) have been designated as the
Archdiocesan “Nights for Confession.” On these dates, the Sacrament of Penance is to be
available in all churches from 5:00 p.m - 6:30 p.m.



LITURGICAL GUIDELINES FOR LENT, EASTER TRIDUUM AND EASTER

As usual the Office of Worship has provided the liturgical guidelines for Lent, the Easter Triduum, and Easter from the
Office of Worship. Please review them carefully. The document can be found here:
https://files.ecatholic.com/16596/documents/2026/2/LENTANDEASTERGUIDELINES%202026.pdf?t=177066488
1000

CONFESSORS NEEDED FOR ARCHDIOCESAN MEN’S CONFERENCE

All priests within the Archdiocese of New Orleans are asked to consider helping with confessions during the
Archdiocesan Men’s Conference on Saturday, February 28, 2026 from 9:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. at St. Dominic
Church, New Orleans with special emphasis during 10:45 AM — 12:30 PM. For more information, contact Fr.

Jeffery Merritt at jmerritt@arch-no.org. Priests can sign up for times to hear confessions at the link below:
2026 Men’s Conference Confession Sign-Up

SEMINARIAN EDUCATION FUND

On March 14 and 15, the Archdiocese of New Orleans will host a very important second collection to raise funds
to offset the costs of educating seminarians at Notre Dame Seminary and St. Joseph Seminary College. All funds
collected will go directly to supporting the education and formation of the 23 men currently studying to be
priests in the Archdiocese of New Orleans. The annual cost to fund a single seminarian is $45,000, and this total
is one of the largest budgetary items in the Archdiocese of New Orleans. Please continue to pray for these men
and those who work with them on their priestly formation. Please give generously to this very important fund
that will provide monetary support to those men who will minister to the people of God in New Orleans for
many years to come. (Parishes are asked to insert the graphic provided online here in their bulletins or use them
online the weeks of February 23 through March 15 as they are able.)

SECTION IlI
PARISH PUBLICITY

Announcements below are made available for publicizing to parishioners via placement in parish bulletins,
on parish websites and social media, or other appropriate means

SECOND COLLECTION FOR CATHOLIC CHARITIES ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW ORLEANS

The second collection at all Masses will be taken up for Catholic Charities Archdiocese of New Orleans the
weekend of February 21-22, 2026. Your parish’s support in this second collection provides crucial funds that
enable Catholic Charities to bring hope and support to those in need in our archdiocese.

Ways to support the Catholic Charities Second Collection:
?  Give online through this link: www.ccano.org/secondcollection
?  Send a check by mail to: PO Box 58009, New Orleans, LA 70158-8009
?  Give during weekend in-person and online Masses on February 21 and 22, 2026.

Last year, your parish’s participation helped raise over $135,000 to assist thousands of individuals and families in
need. Through your parish’s generous support, Catholic Charities is able to sustain our mission to help our
neighbors meet immediate needs and face long-term challenges using our time, skills, resources, and voices. 93
cents of every dollar received goes directly to community services.
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https://files.ecatholic.com/16596/documents/2026/2/LENTANDEASTERGUIDELINES%202026.pdf?t=1770664881000
https://files.ecatholic.com/16596/documents/2026/2/LENTANDEASTERGUIDELINES%202026.pdf?t=1770664881000
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If you need additional collection envelopes or materials for this weekend, please contact James Capuzzi
at jcapuzzi@ccano.org or (504) 592-5690.

LISTEN, TEACH, SEND: A NATIONAL PASTORAL FRAMEWORK FOR MINISTRIES WITH
YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS

You are invited to an upcoming transformative workshop on Listen, Teach, Send: A National Pastoral
Framework for Ministries with Youth and Young Adults, the United States Bishops’ guide for families and
pastoral ministers in the accompaniment and evangelization of youth and young adults in their journey to and
with Jesus Christ. This workshop is hosted by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops in partnership
with the CYO/Youth and Young Adult Office and the Department of Catholic Education and Faith Formation. Our
program will be led by the staff of the Secretariat of Laity, Marriage, Family Life and Youth Executive Director,
Dominic Lombardi, and Assistant Director for the Laity, Dr. Maria Parker.

The workshop will be held on Wednesday April 22 from 9AM-4PM at Schulte Hall on the campus of Notre Dame
Seminary. There is a fee of $25 to assist covering the costs for lunch and workshop materials. Scholarships are
available. Please save the date and consider joining us as we unpack the new USCCB Pastoral framework on
youth and young adults. This will be a regional event, and we are expecting the event to fill up so please register
soon. We are giving you a headstart before we invite our co-workers from Region 5 to join us. See attached
flyer for more information. The registration link is below.

giving.parishsoft.com/App/Form/8bf52567-a6ad-4f5d-9fb3-ef524c2cd4a77

2026 ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW ORLEANS MEN’S CONFERENCE: “LET IT BE DONE”
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2026 — ST. DOMINIC CHURCH, NEW ORLEANS

The Office of Marriage and Family Life, in partnership with Willwoods Faith and Marriage and the Point Man
Podcast is proud to announce the 2026 Archdiocese of New Orleans Men’s Conference theme. “Let It Be Done”.

Building on last year’s Conference on TRUST, this year’s conference will focus on the centrality of Mary’s trust in
God and her responsibility for the life of the Church and the World. “Never was it known that anyone who fled
to thy protection, implored thy help, or sought thine intercession was left unaided.” The same can be said of
every Catholic man who fully embraces his vocation and lives his faith in the particular circumstances of his life.

This year’s Conference will come at a critical time for the life of our Church in New Orleans. It will be important
for us to gather, to be encouraged in the faith, and to look forward in hope to what God is preparing for us.

Visit NolaCatholicMen.com to learn more, sign up for group discounts, find promotional materials for your
parish bulletin, and to register. Priests willing to hear confessions at the Conference should contact Fr. Jeff
Merritt at jmerritt@stdparish.org. Send questions to the Office of Marriage and Family Life at mfl@arch-no.org.

ANNULMENT WRITING WORKSHOP

The Annulment Writing Workshop Ministry of the Archdiocese of New Orleans will be hosting a five-week
workshop on the following Tuesday evenings: February 24™, March 3, March 17%, March 24, and March 31
from 7:00 pm — 8:30 pm. We will meet in The Siena Room, St. Dominic Catholic Church, 775 Harrison Avenue,
New Orleans, LA 70124. Workshop fee: $25.00. Click here to register. Registration closes March 3, 2026 at 5:00
PM. For more information, contact the Metropolitan Tribunal at (504) 861-6315 or tribunal@arch-no.org.
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PRESENTATION ON ADHD - ST. MARK CATHOLIC CHURCH, AMA

Venue: Father Cote Parish Community Center, 175 Saint Marks Avenue, Ama, LA 70031
Date: Sunday, February 22, 2026

Time: 6:30 p.m.—7:30 p.m.

Title: Wonderfully Made: A Faith-Filled Look at ADHD

Speaker: Stacy Glynn LaMorte, PCC, CMC, PCAC

Stacy offers a faith-filled perspective on ADHD, reminding students, parents, and catechists that God does not
make mistakes—including in the way He creates ADHD brains. Participants will gain an understanding of how
ADHD brains work, recognize the unique gifts within each child, and learn compassionate, practical ways to
support growth in confidence, responsibility, and faith.

SECTION IV
NEWS AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE

Following is news and information of general interest to the local Church

ROADS TO RECOVERY - 2026 COMMUNITY FORUM AND RESOURCE FAIR ON ADDICTION

Substance Addition Ministry announces the annual 2026 Community Forum and Resource Fair on Addiction
“Roads to Recovery,” featuring guest speaker Dr. Dan Lynch, DO. This evening will take place at 6:00 PM on
Thursday, March 5, 2026, at St. Angela Merici gym, 2101 Pomona St., Metairie. See attached flyer for more
information.

2026 BORN TO RUN

Woman’s New Life Clinic’s annual Born to Run — New Orleans 5K & 1/2-mile Fun Run will be held on Saturday,
March 21, 2026, at Bonnabel Boat Launch in Metairie. The 1/2-mile Fun Run will begin at 8:30am, and the 5K
will begin at 9:15am. Registration includes a post-race “Birth”day Party with free food, music, and fun for the
whole family as well as a t-shirt to those who register by Monday, February 23, and the opportunity to win race
prizes. This fantastic fundraising event is open to the public. Runners and walkers of all ages and fitness levels
are welcome.

Participation in Born to Run - New Orleans directly supports the life-affirming work of Woman’s New Life Clinic,
which provides free help to women in unplanned pregnancies. For more information or to register, visit
www.womansnewlife.com/borntorun. Sponsorship and Underwriting opportunities are also available. For those
interested in helping with this event, adult and high school volunteers are welcome. This is a great opportunity
for service hours! Visit https://runsignup.com/Race/Volunteer/LA/Metairie/BornToRun5KNewOrleans to sign up
as a volunteer.

MEDJUGORIJE ON MELODY” (MOM)

Medjugorje on Melody” (MoM) is a ONE-DAY event on the campus of St. Angela Merici in Metairie on February
21, 2026. Certain areas from around Medjugorje are recreated for prayer & reflection. The goal is for everyone
to feel the presence & to receive the graces of Our Lady, Queen of Peace, Our Mom. The day will include two
keynote speakers, pilgrim testimonies, confession, adoration, rosary, & Mass. Please click on the link for more
details & to register for this free event. See this link to register: https://mediaecb.wixsite.com/momstangela
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Job opportunities are currently listed on our HR page: https://nolacatholic.org/employment
Please refer to our Job-Link often and share with qualified referrals!

Submissions are due by 2 pm on Monday for the week the e-Bulletin will be published. Please send submissions
or inquiries regarding the NolaCatholic e-Bulletin to communications@arch-no.orgq.
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